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2024-2025 INDEPE DY CALENDAR
FALL 2024

Friday, October 16

Monday, October 21
Tuesday, October 22

Friday, January 10

SPRING 2025
Friday, March 7

Monday, March 17
Tuesday, March 18

Wednesday, June 4
Thursday, June 5

Application deadline

Interview Students

Final Presentations

Application deadline

Interview students

Final presentations

If you submitted your application in the fall and are only doing a half-year Independent Study,
your final presentation will be on January 11, 2025.

If you submitted your application in the fall or January 2025 for the school year, your final
presentation will be scheduled during the first week of June.

If you have any questions please talk with your school counselor.
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“New Paltz High School...caring, connecting, and making a difference.”
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2024-2025 INDEPENDENT STUDY CHECKLIST

The student is responsible for completing the items on this checklist

Student’s Name Supervising Teacher’s Name
I Checklist of Requirements:
a. Title of Independent Study
b. Explanation of the rationale for study
c. Schedule of meetings with Mentor/Supervising Teacher
d. Summary of Work
e. Assessment Procedures
1I. Signatures:
a. Student
b. Mentor
c. Supervising Teacher
d. Parent
e. Counselor
f. Principal
g Superintendent
HI. Date: -

SUBMIT CHECKLIST TO HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

“New Paltz High School...caring, connecting, and making a difference.”

New Paltz Central High School Mission Statement.
“Ta become a community of learners that emphasizes mutual vespect and responsibility in which everyone realizes their potential.



NEW PALTZ HIGH SCHOOL
INDEPENDENT STUDY APPLICATION

Name

Title of Study

One Year ~ One Semester Other

Rationale for Study:

Time period of study:

Summary of work to be done:

Schedule of meetings with mentor:

Projected presentation format:
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Required signatures for application review:

Stodent B

Parent S
Supervising Teacher — =
Mentor

QGuidance Counselor

Superintendent

Approval Granted by:
Student - )

Parent o
Teacher

Counselor
Principal

Superintendent -

Comments on final presentation:

Final Grade: Pass/Fail Date: Credits:

Copes to: Teacher
Student Folder (Counselor)
Student
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1.

INDEPENDENT STUDY PROGRAM GENERAL GUIDELINES
NEW PALTZ HIGH SCHOOL

RATIONALE and OVERVIEW
Independent studies are intended to provide NPHS students with opportunities to pursue
specialized topics of particular interest to them in greater depth than is possible in concurrently
scheduled topics of particular interest to them in greater depth than is possible in concurrently
scheduled courses. To mention a few of the many possible examples, an independent study might
be done in:
i.  Social Studies, focusing on one social topic as it is manifest in different parts of the world, or
focusing on many aspects of a particular part of the world:
ii.  English, focusing on an area of literature or a particular literary endeavor:
ili.  Science, focusing on an extended science project on a chosen topic:
iv.  An Interdisciplinary Area, combining several traditional disciplines, which bear on a single
topic.

By an independent study, we mean a course done by a single student in which the traditional role
of a teacher is replaced by that of a mentor. Normally a teacher gives daily lessons and
assignments, and monitors students closely to ensure that they learn those lessons and do those
assignments. No faculty member will be asked to organize and monitor a course for a single
student to this degree. Instead, a faculty member (or other adult) serving as a mentor for an
independent study is expected to provide expertise, guidance and overview, but the motivation and
initiative for doing the work must come from the student. Credit will be awarded in the end in
those cases where the student actually completes the contracted work.

INSTRUCTIONAL ASSISTANCE

It will be the responsibility of the Student to secure the assistance of a NPHS faculty member to act

as a Supervising Teacher and an aduit Mentor for the study. Often the same person will play these

two roles, but sometimes the Mentor will be an outside person.
i. Supervising Teacher. This will be a faculty member in the subject area of the study who will
approve the initial application, review the final work, and assign a grade for the course.

ii. Mentor. This will be an adult who will meet regularly with the Student to provide the guidance
necessary to carry out the study. Often this person will also be the Supervising Teacher, but itis
hoped that community members will assist in this capacity to open more possibilities to more
students and to reduce the workload on the faculty.

QUALIFICATIONS

Because independent studies require a high level of maturity and responsibility on the part of the
Student, they are not for all students. In order to qualify for independent study, a Student must
convince a Supervising Teacher (and a Mentor, if they are not the same person) that he or she has
the maturity, the ability, and the perseverance to complete the proposed independent work. Since
it will normally require time to establish this kind of rapport with a particular teacher, it would be
expected that most independent studies would be done by juniors and seniors.



4. APPLICATION PROCEDURE
In order to do an independent study for HS credit; a Student must submit in advance an
application to the Independent Study Committee for its approval. Application information will be
made available through the HS Guidance Office. The application should give a clear indication of
the scope of the study and the work that will be done. Specifically, it will include the following:

i. fitle of study;
ii. rationale for the study, which, in particular, makes it clear as to why the same end could not
be achieved by taking a regular course;

iii. summary of work to be done, including texts and activities;

iv.  schedule of meetings with the Mentor;

v. summary of work that will be completed and submitted by the Student (reports, papers,
essays, projects or exams);

vi.  signature of the Student, a Parent or Guardian, the Mentor, the Supervising Teacher, the
Guidance Counselor and the Principal. Each signature indicates that the signing party
agrees that, to the best of his or her knowledge, the proposal is consistent with the criteria
and intentions laid out in this document.

5. DOCUMENTATION
At the conclusion of the study, copies of final drafts or written products of the study listed in 4 (v)
will be submitted to the Independent Study Committee to be reviewed and kept on record with an
eye toward improving the overall process.

6. GRADING AND CREDIT
Independent studies will normally run for a half year and carry half unit credit, but some may run
for as long as a full year for a full unit of credit. The criteria for awarding a credit will be the same
as that of normal HS courses carrying the same amount of credit.

All independent studies will be graded on a pass/fail basis, since they do not occur in a context
where comparative grades are meaningful. After the documentation has been submitted, the
Supervising Teacher (in consultation with the Mentor) will assign the pass/fail grade that will be
listed on the Student’s school record, and the High School will award appropriate credit toward
graduation.

7. INDEPENDENT STUDY COMMITTEE
An Independent Study Committee, consisting of:
The Principal (or designee),
Two teachers
One student
will be charged with the general oversight and supervision of this program, to whatever extent such
guidance is required. It will meet at appropriate times to assess independent study applications
(item 4.) and to review and file the final product of each independent study (item5.)

Prepared by D. Clark for the Ad Hock Independent Study Committee, a subcommittee of the NPHS Site Based Committee, Approved by
the Site Based Committee on June 5, 1995, Edited on July 11, 2024 by A. Delongis






